Roadway Safety Initiatives with Impact

2005 National Roadway Safety Awards

On November 15, 2005, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Roadway Safety Foundation honored the winners of the “2005 National Roadway Safety Awards”.  Out of sixty-five (65) life-saving projects submitted, fourteen (14) winners received the “2005 National Roadway Safety Award”.  Selected for their innovation and excellence in operations, planning, and roadway design to reduce fatalities, winners were honored for the implementation of their roadway safety initiative and positive impact.  

The winners represented a broad spectrum of the highway safety community: State Departments of Transportations (DOT), State Police Agencies, Metropolitan Planning Organization and the U.S. Forest Service.  The diversity is just another example of how we can all contribute to saving lives.  The winning projects represented the key components of safety—engineering, education, and enforcement. Honoring and presenting the awards were the FHWA’s Administrator (Acting), Richard Capka; Office of Safety Associate Administrator (Acting), Michael Halladay; and Gregory Cohen, Executive Director, Roadway Safety Foundation.

Honorees 

Category: Operational Improvements
· Florida Department of Transportation - Intersection Enforcement Lights: 

These lights facilitate enforcement of red-light running violations.  They reduced red-light running violations by fifty percent (50%) when they were installed in Clearwater, Florida.  Contact: Patrick A. Brady, 850-245-1504 or Patrick.brady@dot.state.fl.us
· USDA Forest Service - Temporary Traffic Control for Wildland Fire Incident Management Activities: A cooperative effort with the Montana Departments of Transportation and Natural Resources and Conservation to protect the safety of motorists during forest fires.  Together, they adopted incident management procedures and products and an agreement that defined the roles and responsibilities of State and Federal agencies involved in incident response.  Contact: Donna Sheehy, 406-329-3312 or Dsheehy@fs.fed.us
· Ohio Department of Transportation (two awards) – The Work Zone Crash Analysis:  This project uses historical and near real-time data to prevent crashes, detect current problems, and respond quickly.  New statewide standards to address crash factors identified by the project were developed and implemented.  

New Highway Safety Program – The new program works across jurisdictional boundaries to diversify Ohio’s highway safety program and uses real-time data to implement solutions quickly to reduce fatalities and crashes.  This data-driven approach, coupled with a doubling of safety funds, resulted in the second largest decrease in fatalities in 2004.  Contact Michelle May, 614-644-8309 or Michelle.may@dot.state.oh.us
· Washington State Patrol – Fatality Collision Reduction: the Patrol’s East Region reduced fatal collisions to zero (0) in 2004.  They focused enforcement on high-risk driving behaviors (dangerous speed, aggressive driving and safety belt violations) and held managers accountable for highway safety outcomes.  Contact:  Lt. Stephen R. Burns, 360-651-6339 or Steve.burns@wsp.wa.gov
· The South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization – Local Safety Audit Program: South Jersey used a data-driven and proactive safety audit process designed to reduce the number of crashes on the region’s two-lane rural roads.   The audits produced low-cost, quick-turnaround safety improvements expected to yield immediate safety results that were supported by local decision-makers.  Contact: Timothy Chelius, 856-794-1941 or Tchelius@sjtpo.org 

· Utah Department of Transportation – High Tensioned Cable Barrier as an Interim Safety Solution on I-15: Use of the barriers resulted in a ninety-one percent (91%) reduction in average fatalities and injuries and prevented forty (40) high-speed crossover crashes.  The department was also able to recover forty-five percent (45%) of the cost installed by using the barriers in other corridors.  Contact: Robert J. Clayton, 801-964-4521 or Robertclayton@utah.gov
· Virginia State Police – Safety at Sea: In 2004, troopers conducted ship-board highway safety programs for over thirty-five thousand (35,000) Navy personnel on their way for shore leave.  Classes included high-risk behaviors that endanger Navy personnel once they leave the ship—driving under the influence, road rage, distracted and drowsy driving.  Contact: Corinne Geller, 804-674-2789 or Corinne.geller@vsp.virginia.gov
· Idaho Transportation Department – Idaho Mobile Program for Accident Collection (Impact2K/WebCARS): This software system provides state-of-the-art crash data collection, analysis tools, and information that aid safety officials to identify problems and develop strategies for increasing safety on Idaho’s roads.  It simplifies and facilitates crash reporting for law enforcement officers and is provided free of charge to all local agencies.  Contact: Mark Strait, 208-334-8106 or Mark.strait@itd.idaho.gov
· Iowa Department of Transportation – Highway Safety GIS: Iowa DOT converted ten years of crash data to a GIS system to improve the timeliness and crash location of the data it provides to state and local users.  The new system has become a multidisciplinary and multi-agency tool that is distributed statewide.  Free training and technical support are provided to empower the entire state to use data-driven decision-making for highway safety.  Contact: Joyce Emery, 515-239-1016 or Joyce.emery@dot.iowa.gov
· Minnesota Department of Transportation – Comprehensive Highway Safety Plan: Minnesota DOT worked with the Department of Public Safety to develop a plan that reduces current highway safety fatalities from six-hundred fifty (650) per year to five-hundred (500) or less by 2008.  The long-term goal is zero (0) fatalities on Minnesota highways.  Forty-five percent (45%) of fatal crashes occur on local roads.  Minnesota DOT worked extensively with local agencies to develop strategies and products to lower the fatal crashes on their roads.  A Safety Toolbox was developed as a companion to the Plan to assist local agencies.  Contact: Loren Hill, 651-634-5100 or Loren.hill@dot.state.mn.us
· Missouri Department of Transportation – Blueprint for Safer Roadways: The Blueprint is designed to reduce fatal and serious injuries on the State’s roadways to one-thousand (1,000) or fewer by 2008.  It serves as an umbrella guide to increase coordination, communication and cooperation among safety advocates.  The Coalition heads the effort to implement the Blueprint with the support of sate and local agencies, law enforcement, planners, non-profit organizations and other safety advocates.  Contact: Leanna Depue, 573-751-7643 or Leanna.Depue@modot.mo.gov
· Pennsylvania State Police – Problem Specific Policing/PROphecy: By using incident analysis and real-time data to deploy forces, the Pennsylvania State Police have effectively reduced fatal crashes statewide by seven percent (7%) over two (2) years.  Contact: Captain William R. Fraley, 717-783-5517 or Wfraley@state.pa.us
· California Department of Transportation – Run Off the Road Task Force:  The Task Force developed criteria and guidelines to identify high concentrations of run-off-the-road collisions through more effective use of safety data.  These criteria and guidelines will serve as tools to develop a prioritized list of high-crash concentrations throughout the State.  Contact: Craig Copelan, 916-654-4682 or Craig.copelan@dot.ca.gov
The FHWA Office of Safety congratulates and thanks the award winners, and all of the nominees representing the sixty-five (65) life-saving projects that participated in this year’s completion.  The FHWA Administrator’s (Acting) speech can be viewed at: www.fhwa.dot.gov/pressroom/re051115.htm .  The next National Roadway Safety Awards competition will take place in 2007.  For more information, please contact: Kathy Krause, FHWA, 202-366-9265 or Kathy.krause@fhwa.dot.gov .
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